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Relieving the men at the station during the long Arctic winter
proved a particularly arduous task on account of blizzards which lasted
days with wind gusts of over 100 miles an hour. At one period only
one man, Courtauld, was left at the station because of the shortage of
supplies. When, some time later, an aeroplane was sent with food to
the station (it was a bell-shaped tent) it could not be located. Two
attempts to find the station by dog-team also failed. Watkins thereupon
organized another relief party and went himself as leader. The course
was plotted with as much care as if they were navigating a ship.
When they knew they must be near, each man took a dog and began
a diligent search. After hours of searching they stumbled across an
inch or two of a brass ventilating pipe sticking up above a snow-drift.
It marked the site of the station, now buried deep in snow. Watkins
knelt over the tiny shaft and shouted, and was greatly relieved to hear
Courtauld's voice. The snow was dug away until the apex of the
dome-tent appeared. Then Watkins slit a hole in the canvas and
gazed down at a very dirty, bearded hermit in the midst of a squalid,
frozen ice-cave, some nine feet in diameter.
In order to hunt alone with reasonable safety, Watkins and his
companions learned to roll right round with the \aya\, the Eskimo
one-manned boat, and come up on the other side, an accomplishment
rare among Europeans. Alas, while out hunting, Watkins lost his life.
Exactly what happened no one knows. His %aya\ was found drifting
low in the water, but the throwing-stick and gun were missing.
Watkins's trousers and 1(aya\ belt were found, soaking wet, on a nearby
ice-floe. "Thus perished in his youth," says Sir Percy Sykes, "the
greatest of the younger generation of Arctic explorers.'*
THE SOUTH POLE AND THE ANTARCTIC
AFTER Peary's success in reaching the North Pole the zest to conquer
the  corresponding  point  in   the  southern   hemisphere  became
somewhat intense.   Valuable work, particularly by British explorers,
had already been done in surveying the outer fringe of the vast Antarctic
continent.
SOUTH   POLE   REACHED   BY   RIVAL   EXPEDITIONS
In 1901 Captain R. F. Scott's expedition set sail in the Discovery,
specially built to cope with ice conditions in all circumstances, spent two
seasons in the Antarctic, discovered King Edward VII Land, and made
sledge journeys of nearly 400 miles from their winter quarters, The
expedition revealed the existence of a great plateau rising to nearly
io,coo ft. beyond the coast mountains. Then came a German expedition
uiider Professor von Dryalski and two more by the French explorer,
Jea0 Baptiste Charcot.
In 1907 Sk Ernest Shackleton reached the Antarctic in the Nimrod
and established winter quarters at Cape Royds on Ross Island. He